JACK SHRIMPTON
Parker, meeting a couple of bailiffs beyond Wycombe carry-
ing a poor farmer to jail, desired to know what the debt
might be; and being told six pounds odd money, he re-
quested them to go with him to the next ale-house and he
would pay it. They went along with him, where, taking a
bond of the farmer, whom he knew very well, he paid the
bailiffs their prisoner's debts and fees, and then parted.
But Jack Shrimpton, waylaying the bailiffs, had no more
mercy on them than they had on the farmer, for he took
away what money he paid them, and about forty shillings
besides; after which he rode back again to the farmer and,
regaling him with a treat of a guinea, cancelled his bond,
and then went in pursuit of new adventures.
A little while after, Shrimpton, travelling on the road,
met with a poor miller who was going to turn highwayman
himself. Thus roving along, and meeting (as above said)
with Shrimpton, he held up an oaken plant, for he had no
other arms, and bade him stand, thinking that word was
sufficient to scare any man out of his money. Shrimpton,
perceiving the simplicity of the fellow, fired a pistol at him,
which (though he purposely missed him) put our new robber
into such an agony that he surrendered himself to Shrimpton's
mercy; who presently said: " Surely, friend, thou art but
a young highwayman, or else you would have knocked me
down first and bade me stand afterwards." The poor miller
told him his misfortunes; on which Shrimpton took some
compassion, and quoth he: " I am a highwayman myself,
and am now waiting on this road for a certain neighbour of
yours, who I expect will come this way by and by with six-
score pounds ; therefore if you will be assisting in the robbery
of him, you shall have half the booty." The miller was
very thankful for this kind offer, and resolved to stand by
him to the very utmost. Then Shrimpton, having told him
again that it was not long since he had robbed one of his
neighbours of one hundred and fifty pounds, further said:
" Honest friend, whilst I ride this way, you go that way,
and if you should meet him whom I have told you of, be sure
to knock him down and take all he has from him, without
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